
President Lloyd’s Letter: 
 
Greetings club members!! 
Well, here it is May and time for our yearly 2x4 contest.  This contest is not to see who 
can make the best project, but to see if you still have an imagination, and to see how 
creative you can be.  The will be 3 drawings for prizes of $15.00 
  
Don't forget the shop tours.  Who's next?? 
  
Bill Dixon still has corian for anyone who is interested.  Call Bill 813-681-5042 for 
information. 
  
Hope to see a lot of 2x4 projects.  See you May 9th at 7.00PM 
 
Minutes of April Meeting: 
 
Brandon Woodworkers 
April 11, 2006 
 
Program: 
Fraser Smith, a local carver spoke of his 
career as a wood carver.  He is best known 
for his elaborate carvings replicating cloth 
objects such as shirts, jackets and quilts.  
He used slides to showcase the breadth of 
his work. 
 
A computer is used extensively during the design process.  He, predominantly, uses 
blanks of basswood glued up from many pieces.  After the initial carving, he spends a 
great deal of time sanding to achieve the desired level of detail.  At this point, he uses a 
water based stains to add the final touch of realism. 

 
His shop in south Tampa is too small to house larger machines and he, therefore, farms 
out the process of machining and assembling the blanks he starts from.  But the table he 



uses to carve is a very interesting design featuring 
full articulation in all three axes of rotation as well 
as height.  The shop also includes a wall of filters 
that can be raised out of the way when not in use. 
 
Treasurer’s report: 
Brady Placek reports that the club had $1,474.11 
last month and the current balance is 1,357.13.  
There are currently 35 paid up members. 
 
Newsletter: 
Bill Dixon – Nothing to report 
 
Library: 
Terry Sanchez reports that a new book has been donated to the library – From Shop to 
Home.  Thanks, Terry. 
 
Toys: 
Grover Good reports that jewelry boxes have been donated for our use.  Lloyd put out a 
call for cheap costume jewelry to dress up the jewelry trees and boxes for presentation 
when they are given away. 
 
Open Shop: 
John Fischer reports that approximately 8 people attended his open shop Saturday, April 
1st. 
 
Buy Sell Trade: 
Nothing 
 
Show and Tell: 
Don Pirkle presented an assortment of pens.  He described his finishing process of 
Mylands wood conditioner, EEE Wax and friction polish.  He gets woods from all over 
the world to make his pens.  
 
Don Heckman presented an intarsia rose made from bloodwood, poplar and mahogany. 
 
Art Falcone presented a jewelry box made from maple and walnut that he entered in the 
woodworking exhibit at the Florida State Fair.  Lock miter joints were used for the 
drawer construction. 
 
Paul Yauilla presented two intarsia dogs made from aspen, walnut, mahogany, aromatic 
cedar. 
 
Tim Lyvers presented the top of a table that is currently under construction.  The field in 
the center is a bubinga veneer over an MDF core.  The border is hard maple mitered at 
the corners.  The finish is an oil/poly mix. 



 
 
 
 
 


